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CENSORSHIP OF FOREIGN CABLE IESPATCHRS

Teng Wen-i, chief, Political Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of National
Defense, receivea foreign correspondents today and answered yuestions about
censorship of telegraphic news despatches.

E . ; . The questions asked were: Hes the goveriment begun to censor foreign
< G . ceble news despatchee? If not, does the government intend to put censorship
AR S into effscu? If 4o, when will 1t be started? What agency is censoring or
T would be charged with the responsibility for censoring cadble despatches? By
vhat special law or crder is such censorship authorized? If such censcrship is
in effect or ie contemplated, will 1ts scope be iimited to military or political

] ‘ matters, cr tc boiht

‘-—:\, o ; The anJwers weie as follows: ‘According to the presidential order promul-
Lo - gated 27 December 1948, wherever the authorities responsible for peace .nd crder

. oy i in any important loceliiy deem it neceasary, they msy, after receiving the approval

- : o of the Executive Yuan, put regional censorship into effect for postal end tels-

) R graphic messages. BSuch censorship is already in operation in a numder of areas.
Tho queation of whether cabled nevs despetches should or should not be aubjeost to
such censcrship is now receiving careful consideration by.the suthorities concernsd.
Until a final decision has been reached, the government naturally will pormit
unrestrictod tranemission of cable despatcues. Furthermors, if the govermmsnt
should decide to effect regional censorsLip of telegraphic news despatches it will
give advance notice Yo nevspapers and news agencies. I can assure you that in case
censorship is put into effect the government will do everything in its power to
avoid delays."

- END -

-1 -

CLASSIFICATION  YECRRT

g S STATE vy wsRa DISTRIBUTIOM
R - amay__|R[am 781 » SBC H

o o LJ

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/24 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600210533-7




